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Parents have to imagine several decades into the future, for their chil-
dren will grow up in a world not yet known, to do jobs not yet invented. 
How do they think about this, and plan for this, in the present? 

We find that, through their construction of parenting philosophies 
which vest effort and values in ordinary tasks, enacting an everyday 
calculus of what is worth doing and what is problematic, parents are 
finding ways to navigate the uncertain path between the present and 
the future.

The project is framed within 
theories of late modernity and the 
risk society as a way of critically 
examining how, on the one 
hand, parents are increasingly 
burdened yet isolated, tasked 
with moral responsibility not only 
for their child but for the future of 
society as it rests upon today’s 
children, and, on the other hand, 

how the digital is positioned – by 
governments and commerce as 
well as by parents, teachers and 
children themselves – as a vital 
(though not sole) route to a better 
future.
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